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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 October 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) (3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070104 



Application/Control Number: 09/981 ,660 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3661 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 27, 29, 30, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Shuman et al (US 6,161,071). 

• In regard to claim 27, Shuman et al discloses a system for improving vehicular 
safety by enhancing collision avoidance, the system comprising: 

o A vehicle comprising onboard multiple sensors for monitoring parameters 

of the environment and the vehicle related to collision risk assessment 
o An onboard processor receiving inputs from the sensors, the processor 

analyzing the inputs using data fusion techniques to determine collision 

risk related information 
o Means for altering a drive of the vehicle when a collision risk exceeding a 

threshold risk level is determined 

• In regard to claim 29, further comprising communicating the collision risk related 
information to a traffic center or other party. (Column 5, lines 7, lines 20-28) 
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• In regard to claim 30, Shuman et al discloses a system for enhancing vehicular 
safety and performance, the system comprising: 

o Multiple sensor for monitoring variables in a surrounding environment of 
the vehicle and for monitoring variables in vehicular mechanical and 
electrical systems 

o An onboard processor receiving inputs from the sensors, at least two 
different type of sensors providing inputs pertaining to each of the 
monitored variables, the processor using fusion techniques to determine a 
best value of monitored variables 

o Alerting a driver of the vehicle when a best value of a variable is outside a 
predetermined limit. 

• In regard to claim 32, wherein the sensors include radar, infrared sensors, GPS 
detectors and vehicular inertial sensors (Column 8, lines 39-41, lines 49-50) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art, individually or in combination, fails to disclose, teach or suggest in 
regard to claims 1, 20 and 33 the processing means comprising means for selecting a 
path for communicating information. The prior art only suggest sending the information 
directly to the destination and does not suggest selecting a path for the information. 

3. Claims 2-19, 21-26, and 34-35 further define the invention. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marie A. Weiskopf whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6288. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday between 7:00 
AM and 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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